
 

 

 

 

To start the new school year off, we spent the first half term learning all about 

animals. Endangered animals to be exact. Our topic for the half term was titled ‘Here 

Today, Gone Tomorrow’ and we focused on the some of the most endangered species 

in the world.  

We had a ROARSOME time for our ‘Wear it Wild’ day. On this day, we had 

an amazing video call with the team at Marwell Wildlife Park who showed us all sorts of 

interesting and exciting things about endangered animals. We were SO impressed with 

the amazing work that the people at Marwell Wildlife Park do, that we managed to raise 

over £50 and now the Raven Class has officially adopted Mei-Mei the Red Panda from 

Marwell! That afternoon, we took inspiration from the animals we were introduced to 

and decided to paint them with watercolour in the style of Andy Warhol. The bright 

and vivid colours really livened up our classroom for many weeks afterwards! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After half term, we had a very, very comfy day. Our ‘PJ Day’ was the building blocks for 

the ‘Lost Happy Endings’ topic, as it helped to explore the world of magical stories and 

allowed us all to go on to create our own! We didn’t JUST spend the day lazy-ing around 

in our comfiest clothing, we also designed and create our very own torches from scratch 

which was the ideal preparation for our Electricity topic in Science for the term too!  

 

AUTUMN TERM 



These torches were perfect for the afternoon’s activities as we went through a dark 

tunnel into a magical world, where we then spent the afternoon reading all of our 

favourite bedtime stories to each other whilst using our torches to shine on to the pages 

and light up the space to help us read. 

Over the Christmas period, we had lots of fun. We could not do some of the things that 

you might usually do due to some restrictions, such as a Christmas Play, but we still made 

sure we did lots of things to celebrate. We also discovered how other countries 

celebrated Christmas, including trying some of their traditional foods such as Lebkuchen 

from Germany, Buche de Noel from France and even Fried Chicken from Japan! 

 

 

At Thorney Island School, we are extremely lucky to say that we are a culturally diverse 

school with many children and their families having roots in different countries such as 

Ghana, Fiji, Nepal and many more. We wanted to celebrate this and our next topic after 

Christmas was ‘Fabulous Fiji’, and WOW isn’t Fiji FABULOUS! We started off the 

topic by watching the Disney film ‘Moana’ (Mr Harms’ favourite!). By watching the film, it 

helped us for our writing later on in the term where we ended up writing some brilliant 

autobiographies as if we were Moana!  

 

 

Our topic after half term has been ‘The Groovy Greeks’. Throughout the topic, 

we learned a great deal about the mythical stories and the beasts that originated from 

the Ancient Greeks. We also created our own Greek vase designs after looking at the 

history of how and why they were made and why they had such detailed images on them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the topic, we had a really fun day, spent as an Ancient Greek. We tried the foods 

that they would have eaten in Greece, such as Tzatziki and Houmous and we also had a 

go at our own theatrical performances of some of the Greek Myths we had read about 

earlier in the term.  

SPRING TERM 



Fittingly, we then ended the day with an Ancient Greek Olympics, where we competed 

against each other in our ‘Greek States’. It was great fun to experience the thrill and 

competitiveness of an Olympics, as well as showcase some of the skills that we had 

learned in our Athletics topic we had been doing in PE too this term. 

 

 

 

Summer term suddenly turned magical. As we stepped back in to the Raven Class for 

the first day of the term, we had somehow arrived at Hogwarts and would have 

mistaken the classroom for the RAVENclaw classroom instead! This magical day kicked 

off our new topic for the term which was called ‘Heroes of Hogwarts’. We started the day 

with a virtual ride on the Hogwarts Express and then when we arrived at Hogwarts, we 

spent the day making our own magnificent wands, then being ‘sorted’ into our Hogwarts 

house and finally designing our own protective Patronus with chalk.  

 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all loved the Harry Potter Day, and it helped us all to then engage with the learning 

for the rest of the topic where we created our own potion poems, as well as character 

and setting descriptions. In Design and Technology we designed and built our own Mirror 

of Erised (the mirror in Harry Potter). We then ended the topic on a high with a magical 

game of Quidditch, which was really fun! We can’t wait until we get our next invite back 

to Hogwarts, via Owl-mail of course! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the final term in the Raven Class our topic was called ‘There Is No Place like 

Home’ with the focus being on the local area. During the half term, we managed to 

squeeze in THREE visits which was just fantastic. We went to the Thorney Island 

church to look at the features of a church, which we then compared with other places 

of worship (including a Mandir via a zoom call with a Hindu!).  

 

 

 

 

 



Our other two visits were to Emsworth and Chichester. These were both excelled and 

we used them to undertake a comparison study between the two as part of our locality 

study. It was extremely interesting to find out similarities and differences between 

the city of Chichester and also the town of Emsworth and it was also so great to be out 

on school trips again! We even compared the two locations bakeries (yum!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local study topic was followed through in all of our subjects for this half term, with 

our Art and D.T. topic requiring us to design and make a box of fudge for the local area. 

In English, we created persuasive leaflets all about the beautiful town of Emsworth.  

 


